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Blyth Academy — Valedictorian Selection Policy

1. Purpose

The title of Valedictorian is the highest academic and leadership recognition awarded to a
graduating student at Blyth Academy. This honor acknowledges a student who has
demonstrated outstanding academic excellence, exemplary character, leadership, and
meaningful contributions to school life. The selected student represents the graduating
class by delivering the Valedictory Address during the annual graduation ceremony.

2. Eligibility Criteria

A. Academic Achievement

e Must maintain a high cumulative GPA or overall percentage average across Alberta
Diploma courses (Grades 10-12).

e Must demonstrate academic consistency across all subjects, not limited to strength in a
single discipline.

e Preference may be given to students who have taken a rigorous and diverse course load
(advanced mathematics, sciences, humanities, or electives).

B. Character and Conduct

Must exemplify the school’s mission and values of integrity, responsibility, and respect
for others.

Must have no major disciplinary infractions during their time in high school.

Must maintain a record of positive citizenship, kindness, and reliability.

(@)

. Leadership and Involvement

Must have demonstrated active involvement in school life (e.g., student council,
athletics, arts, clubs, service projects, or cultural events).

Must be recognized by both peers and staff as a role model and ambassador of Blyth
Academy’s values.

D. Communication Skills

Must demonstrate strong oral and written communication abilities, as the valedictorian
will deliver the formal commencement address.

Candidates may be required to submit and present a sample draft of their proposed
speech to the Selection Committee.

3. Selection Process

A. Preliminary ldentification
The Head of School and Academic Office will identify potential candidates based on GPA
standings after Semester 1 of Grade 12. Eligible students will be invited to submit an



THE CANADIAN SCHOOL

Blyth

Expression of Interest, which includes a brief statement of leadership W ACADEMYw¥
involvement and achievements, and a draft of their proposed Valedictory

Speech.

B. Committee Review

A Valedictorian Selection Committee will review all eligible candidates. The committee
includes: Head of School, Guidance Counselor, Social Worker, Lead Teachers, and Student
Life Lead.

The committee will evaluate candidates using the following weighted criteria:

Criteria Weight
Academic Achievement 50%
Leadership & Involvement 20%
Character & Conduct 20%
Communication Skills 10%

The committee may consult teacher recommendations and conduct interviews or speech
reviews as needed.

C. Final Decision

The Selection Committee will recommend one candidate to the Head of School for approval.
In the event of a tie, the school may name Co-Valedictorians. The Head of School reserves
final approval authority.

4. Announcement

The selected Valedictorian will be formally announced one month prior to the graduation
ceremony. This allows time for speech development, mentorship, and rehearsal with the
administration.

5. Speech Expectations

o Reflect the shared experiences and achievements of the graduating class.

o Express gratitude to teachers, families, and the school community.

e Inspire peers to pursue excellence and embody Blyth Academy’s values in their future
endeavors.

e Be positive, inclusive, and representative of the collective spirit of the graduating class.

e All speeches must be reviewed and approved by the Head of School prior to delivery.

6. Conclusion

This policy ensures a fair, transparent, and holistic approach to selecting Blyth Academy’s
Valedictorian. The selected student will exemplify the highest standards of academic



achievement, leadership, character, and communication, serving as a
proud representative of the graduating class and the values of Blyth
Academy.
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