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Blyth Academy — Student Assessment and Evaluation Policy

1. Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that assessment practices at Blyth Academy promote
meaningful learning, student growth, and academic excellence. Assessment is an ongoing
process that supports students in becoming self-directed learners and helps teachers,
students, and parents work collaboratively toward achieving clearly defined learning
outcomes.

2. Policy Statement

Assessment is a central part of learning at Blyth Academy and is designed to:

» Support and enhance student learning.

* Recognize and celebrate diverse learning styles and strengths.

* Encourage reflection, feedback, and continuous improvement.

* Provide fair, transparent, and consistent evaluation practices aligned with Alberta
Education guidelines.

Teachers use professional judgment and a range of assessment tools to measure
achievement, provide constructive feedback, and guide instruction. Assessment is both
formative (for learning) and summative (of learning).

3. Procedures

a. Assessment Practices

Teachers will:

» Evaluate student progress using observations, conversations, and products.

* Focus summative evaluations on specific Alberta learning outcomes.

 Use formative assessments to monitor learning skills such as organization, effort, and
participation.

* Develop and submit an assessment and evaluation plan each semester outlining tools,
timelines, and alignment with outcomes.

Assessment methods may include class discussions, conferences, oral presentations, written
tests, projects, digital submissions, and performances.

b. Principles of Evaluation

All student evaluation will:

* Be valid, measuring clearly defined learning outcomes.

* Be reliable, ensuring consistency across teachers and grade levels.

« Be fair, giving all students equitable opportunities to demonstrate understanding.
¢ Include multiple forms of evidence of learning.
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c. Late or Missed Work S ACADEMY¥

1. Students are expected to meet assignment deadlines.

2. Extensions may be granted at the teacher’s discretion if requested

before the due date.

3. Persistent lateness will result in parent contact and documentation.

4. Late marks may be applied (maximum 15%) after teacher-student discussion.

5. A mark of zero ('0') will only be given after discussion with the student, parent
contact, and consideration of alternate deadlines or assignments.

d. Absences from Assessments

» Students who miss an assessment due to illness or emergency must provide a
medical note or contact the school before returning.

» Missed assessments should be completed upon return, as arranged with the teacher.

« Patterns of absence on test days will prompt administrative review.

¢ Diploma and Provincial exams must be written on the scheduled date—no exceptions.

e. Homework

Homework reinforces classroom learning and develops responsibility.

* Homework is intended for practice and review, not introducing new concepts.
¢ [t should be reasonable in length and frequency, considering age and workload.
* No homework will be assigned over weekends or holidays.

 Typical expectations:

e  JK-3:up to 15 minutes per night

e  (Grades 4-6: up to 30 minutes per night

e  (Grades 7-9: up to 1 hour per night

e  Grades 10-12: varies based on course demands.

f. Online Learning and Submissions

Blyth Academy uses Google Classroom and PowerSchool for online learning and submission
of assignments. Students may submit work digitally through Google Classroom or in person,
as directed by the teacher.

g. Scheduling of Assessments

« Significant assessments must be scheduled in advance on the academic calendar.

« Students should not have more than two major assessments per day.

» Teachers will coordinate assessment schedules to avoid overlap with major school events.
* Unscheduled or unsanctioned assessments may be rescheduled to protect student
wellbeing.

h. Grading and Reporting

¢ Teachers must grade and return assessments promptly to ensure timely feedback.

* PowerSchool will serve as the official record of student progress; parents and students
have real-time access.

» Grades will not be publicly posted.
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« Teachers will use formative feedback to improve student understanding S ACADEMYw¥
before summative evaluation.

Progress Reports

Students receive four formal reports per year:
1. Semester 1 Midterm - October/November
2. Semester 1 Final - January

3. Semester 2 Midterm — March/April

4. Semester 2 Final - June

i. Purpose of Assessment

Assessment information is used to:

¢ Improve teaching and learning.

» Monitor student progress and inform instruction.

¢ Support development of 21st-century competencies including critical thinking, problem-
solving, collaboration, communication, innovation, creativity, and global citizenship.

j. Policy Review
This policy is reviewed annually to ensure consistency with Alberta Education’s guidelines,
the Ministerial Order on Student Learning, and the evolving needs of students.



